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Trivia quiz: Kentucky Derby

The Kentucky Derby is run on the first Saturday in May 

in Louisville, Kentucky, and the Preakness follows two 

weeks later in Baltimore, Maryland. New York’s Belmont 

Stakes follows three weeks later in June. Together they 

make up the Triple Crown of U.S. horse racing. Do you 

know the answers to these questions about the first 

and most famous of them?
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Trivia quiz: Kentucky Derby

1. The idea for the Kentucky Derby, 

which is modeled after England’s Epsom 

Derby, was brought to the U.S. by the 

father of Winston Churchill, Lord 

Randolph Henry Spencer-Churchill, about 

the time he married American heiress 

Jennie Jerome. That’s why the track is 

named Churchill Downs.

True ___ False ___
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Trivia quiz: Kentucky Derby

1. False: the Kentucky Derby was the 

idea of the grandson of explorer 

Meriwether Lewis, Meriwether Lewis 

Clark, Jr. The land where it is run was 

donated by his relatives, the Churchills.
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Trivia quiz: Kentucky Derby

2. In 1875, the race course was originally 1-1/4 miles 

long, but it’s now 1-1/2 miles long.

True ____ False ___
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Trivia quiz: Kentucky Derby

2. In 1875, the race course was originally 1-1/4 miles 

long, but it’s now 1-1/2 miles long.

False: the opposite is true.
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3. The Kentucky Derby is often referred to as “The Most 

Exciting Two Minutes in Sports,” but in reality, the race 

almost always takes slightly longer than two minutes.

True ___ False ___.

Trivia quiz: Kentucky Derby
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3. The Kentucky Derby is often referred to as “The Most 

Exciting Two Minutes in Sports,” but in reality, the race 

almost always takes slightly longer than two minutes.

True: In 1973, legendary racehorse Secretariat won the 

Kentucky Derby with a time of 1:59:40, becoming the 

only horse in the race’s history to clock in at under two 

minutes. The record is still unbroken.

Trivia quiz: Kentucky Derby
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Trivia quiz: Kentucky Derby

4. The youngest person to ever 

win the Kentucky Derby was 

Alonzo "Lonnie" Clayton, 15, in 

1892. Current rules set a 

minimum age of 16. The oldest 

winning jockey was Willie 

Shoemaker who was 54 when he 

rode Ferdinand to win in 1986.

True ____ False ____



Trivia quiz: Kentucky Derby

4. The youngest person to ever win 

the Kentucky Derby was Alonzo 

"Lonnie" Clayton who was 15 years 

old when we rode the winning 

horse in 1892. Current rules set a 

minimum age of 16. The oldest 

winning jockey was Willie 

Shoemaker who was 54 when he 

rode Ferdinand to win in 1986.

True
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Trivia quiz: Kentucky Derby

5. The race is known as “The Run for 

the Roses” because the red rose is 

the official Kentucky Derby flower 

and a bouquet is always given to the 

horse’s owner.  

True ____ False ____
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Trivia quiz: Kentucky Derby

5. False: Roses figure 

prominently, but the 

name “Run for the 

Roses” refers to the 

blanket of roses 

draped over the 

winning horse. 
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Trivia quiz: Kentucky Derby

6. Only three-year old 

male horses run the 

Kentucky Derby.

True ____  False ___
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Trivia quiz: Kentucky Derby

6. Only three-year old male horses run the Kentucky Derby.

False: although the day prior to the Derby is known as “The 

Lilies for the Fillies,” and is run exclusively by female horses, 

fillies also occasionally compete in the Derby. They have won 

only three times, most recently in 1988.
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Trivia quiz: Kentucky Derby

7. In order to fit on racing forms, all horse’s names 

are limited to 18 letters, punctuation marks, and 

spaces total.

True ____ False ___
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Trivia quiz: Kentucky Derby

7. In order to fit on racing forms, all horse’s names 

are limited to 18 letters, punctuation marks, and 

spaces total.

True _X_ False ___



Trivia quiz: 

Kentucky Derby

8. The gold trophy for the 

Kentucky Derby winner is 

given to the winning jockey. 

The owner, however, gets 

oodles of money along with 

bragging rights and stud 

fees. 

True ____ False ___
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Trivia quiz: 

Kentucky Derby
8. The gold trophy for the 

Kentucky Derby winner is 

given to the winning jockey. 

The owner, however, gets 

oodles of money along with 

bragging rights and stud 

fees. 

False. The owner gets the 

gold trophy, too. But the 

trainer, the jockey and the 

breeder do win a silver half 

size replica of the main 

gold trophy.
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Trivia quiz: 

Kentucky Derby

9. We’ve all heard about mint 

juleps being the official drink 

of the Kentucky Derby, but in 

reality, beer is a much more 

popular choice. 

True ____ 

False ___
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Trivia quiz: 

Kentucky Derby

9. We’ve all heard about mint 

juleps being the official drink 

of the Kentucky Derby, but in 

reality, beer is a much more 

popular choice. 

True, by at least 

3.5 to 1!
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Trivia quiz: Kentucky Derby

10. If you are planning a Kentucky Derby party, you 

also have to find a recipe for the official Kentucky 

Derby stew, unappetizingly named bugger. 

True ____ False ___.
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Trivia quiz: Kentucky Derby

10. If you are planning a Kentucky Derby party, you 

also have to find a recipe for the official Kentucky 

Derby stew, unappetizingly named bugger. 

False; it’s named burgoo and typically consists of 

beef, pork, chicken, corn, okra, and lima beans.



The Kentucky Derby is also known for 

flamboyant ladies’ hats
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Would you

wear one?
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I hope this slide show excerpt has helped you 

make new connections in your brain and 

delightful connections sharing it 

with others. 

For more information or 

more slide shows,

contact Kathy Laurenhue 

at Kathy@WiserNow.com

And please review www.WiserNow.com

and www.CreatingDelight.com. 

http://www.wisernow.com/
http://www.creatingdelight.com/

